
 
 

 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 

 

April 20, 2025 
6:00 AM, 8:00AM & 10:00 AM 

 



CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
E p i s c o p a l   D i o c e s e   o f   W e s t e r n   M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

 

Gathered by God from many cultures | Reunidos por Dios de muchas culturas 
Transformed by the grace of Jesus Christ | Transformados por la gracia del Jesucristo 

Sent out empowered by the Holy Spirit | Enviados en el poder del Espiritu Santo 
 

Christ Church Cathedral | 35 Chestnut Street | Springfield, MA 01103 | www.cccspfld.org | 413.736.2742 
 

Service Times on Sundays: 8:00AM, 10:00AM and 12:15PM en Español 
Wednesday Service at 12:00 Noon 

 

Welcome to Christ Church Cathedral. We are the Cathedral for the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, and an active community serving greater 
Springfield. It is a blessing to have you with us today. If you are new here, we encourage you to fill out a Visitor's Card to receive more information. 
Our clergy and leaders would love to make a connection with you. Christ Church Cathedral is an open and inclusive community which invites all 

people to the incredible love of God, with no barriers of race, culture or sexual orientation. You are loved and welcomed here. 
 

Participants in today’s service 
Celebrant/Preacher   The Right Reverend Douglas Fisher 
Dean     The Very Reverend José Reyes 
Deacon    The Reverend Dr. Kate DeRose 
Organist & Choir Director  Dr. Colin Britt 
Verger    Oswald Howard 
Acolytes    Laurel Jablonski-Mcleod & Savannah Riley   
Torch Bearers   Mark Betsher & Maame Asante 
Lectors    Jillian Mcleod & Jahn Hart 
Altar Guild     Sarah Betsher & Mark Giddings 
Eucharistic Ministers    Mark Giddings & Rajendra Lalak 
Ushers    Nathaniel Green & Francita Sage-Thorington 
Livestream Team   Phyllis Larson, Seth Larson & Brooke Larson 

 
Cathedral Staff 

 

The Right Rev. Douglas Fisher     Bishop of  W. Massachusetts                        dfisher@diocesewma.org 
The Very Rev. José Reyes   Dean, Christ Church Cathedral          dean@cccspfld.org 
The Rev. Canon Jerry True        Assisting Priest                                     jerry5185@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Kate Derose   Deacon                kpderose@gmail.com 

Dr. Colin Britt     Organist & Choir Director           colinbritt@gmail.com 
Mr. Sergio D’Orsini, Cathedral Canon  Music Director                                sergiodorsini@gmail.com 
Mrs. Amanda Paredes    Office Administrator                                     cccspfld@gmail.com 
Mr. Jackson “Jack” Chamberlain  Lawrence House Intern           Intern@cccspfld.org 
Mr. John Lamoutte    Sexton              lamouttejohn@gmail.com 

 
Donate to the Cathedral through PayPal: Point your camera at the QR code to the left and it will lead you to 

a link where you can donate electronically. We rely on the pledges and financial support of  our members 
and friends, and we thank you for making all of  this possible. 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” – Matthew 6:2 
 

 

Christ Church Cathedral broadcasts and shares images and video taken at our services through 

social media. If you prefer not to have your image shared, please let the Clergy or the Ushers know. 

about:blank


 

 

THE OPENING VOLUNTARIES- 
"I Know That my Redeemer Liveth’ from Messiah” 

-G.F. Handel, arr. Sue Mitchell-Wallace & John H. Head 
- Gary Hart, trumpet 

"Hosanna" - Trey McLaughlin 
 

THE INTROIT - “Hallelujah Chorus’ from Messiah” – G. F. Handel 
 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN - The Hymnal 1982 - #207 Jesus Christ is risen today 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant   
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

There is one Body and one Spirit;  
There is one hope in God’s call to us;  
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  
One God and Father of all.  
 



 

 

THE GLORIA S-280 Canticle 20,      Gloria in excelsis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who 
celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death 
of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
THE FIRST READING - Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and 
to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24  
The congregation sings this refrain before and after the psalm.  

 
 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 



 

 

14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 

16 "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the LORD. 

18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

23 This is the LORD's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 On this day the LORD has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
THE SECOND READINGS - 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But 
in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also 
come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong 



 

 

to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, 
after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign 
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE SEQUENCE HYMN - The Hymnal 1982 - #178 Jesus is Lord of all the earth 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL - John 20:1-18 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 



 

 

linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned 
to their homes. 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
THE SERMON             The Right Reverend Douglas Fisher 
 
PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES 
Celebrant   
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
Sponsors  
I present Abel Robert to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 
Christian faith and life?  
I will, with God’s help.  
 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of 
Christ?  
I will, with God’s help. 
 
 



 

 

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against 
God? 
I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 
creatures of God? 
I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
I renounce them. 
 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
I do. 
 

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
I do. 
 

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
I do. 
 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their 
life in Christ? 
We will. 
 

Bishop   
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 
baptismal covenant. 
 
THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
All 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 



 

 

He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in the prayers ? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 
to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 

Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and restore the beauty and 
integrity of all creation?  
I will, with God’s help. 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE 
Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 
 

Leader   
Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 



 

 

Open his heart to your grace and truth. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Send him into the world in witness to your love. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant   
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may 
live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives 
and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 
the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism 
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his 
death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his holy fellowship those  
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 



 

 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who 
here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
  
THE BAPTISM 
Abel Robert, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have  
bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the 
new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring 
and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 

Abel Robert, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own 
for ever. Amen. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 
proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
THE PEACE  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
During the Offertory, the Altar is prepared. People may place pledges and donations in the collection basket 

during the offertory. You may also donate, and pledge online, just point your phone at the QR code.  

 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM – “¡Aleluya! Cristo Resucitó”  

- Bishop's Choir School 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN –   The Hymnal 1982 - #208 The strife is o’er, the 
battle done 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you 
for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By 
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:   

THE SANCTUS The Hymnal 1982, S - 125 ,  Sanctus 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,  
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your  
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to  
live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Creator of  all.  
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of  me.” 
 

After supper, he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of  sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again 
 

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your 
Son, the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in him.   
 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us all your saints into the joy of  
your eternal kingdom. 
 



 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;    
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
THE FRACTION ANTHEM The Hymnal 1982, S- 164 Fraction Anthem:  
Agnus Dei 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE COMMUNION ANTHEM – “Easter Anthem” – William Billings 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
THE BLESSING 
 
THE RECESSIONAL HYMN   The Hymnal 1982 - #204 Now the green blade 
riseth from the buried grain 

Everyone is invited to receive the Holy Communion. Our practice is to stand or kneel at the altar rail 

in front, where the clergy will give you the host and then will give you the chalice. If you desire only a 

blessing and not the Communion, please indicate by crossing your arms before you. If you prefer 

Gluten-Free wafers or non-alcoholic grape juice, please tell the eucharistic ministers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon  
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
THE CLOSING VOLUNTARY – “Toccata from Symphony #5”  

- Charles-Marie Widor 
 

~ Please join us in the undercroft for a special Easter Celebration! ~ 


