
     
The Holy Eucharist for The Sunday of  the Passion: Palm Sunday 

April 13, 2025 ~ 10:00am 
 

    
 

THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS 
 

Weather permitting, the congregation gathers in the courtyard on Chestnut Street. 

 
“Hosannah, LORD, hosannah!” 

-Psalm 118:25 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
E p i s c o p a l   D i o c e s e   o f   W e s t e r n   M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

 

Gathered by God from many cultures | Reunidos por Dios de muchas culturas 
Transformed by the grace of Jesus Christ | Transformados por la gracia del Jesucristo 

Sent out empowered by the Holy Spirit | Enviados en el poder del Espiritu Santo 
 

Christ Church Cathedral | 35 Chestnut Street | Springfield, MA 01103 | www.cccspfld.org | 413.736.2742 
 

Service Times on Sundays: 8:00AM, 10:00AM and 12:15PM en Español 
Wednesday Service at 12:00 Noon 

Welcome to Christ Church Cathedral. We are the Cathedral for the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, and an active community serving greater 
Springfield. It is a blessing to have you with us today. If you are new here, we encourage you to fill out a Visitor's Card to receive more 

information. Our clergy and leaders would love to make a connection with you. Christ Church Cathedral is an open and inclusive community 
which invites all people to the incredible love of God, with no barriers of race, culture or sexual orientation. You are loved and welcomed here. 

 
 

Participants in today’s service 
Celebrant/Preacher   The Very Reverend José Reyes 
Deacon    The Reverend Dr. Kate DeRose 
Organist & Choir Director  Dr. Colin Britt 
Verger    Oswald Howard 
Acolytes    Savannah Riley & Laurel Mcleod-Jablonski   
Torch Bearers   Mark Betsher & Maame Asante 
Lectors    Edward Dibble & Megan Gallagher 
Intercessor    Judith MacMunn 
Altar Guild     Oswald Howard & Caroline Toner 
Eucharistic Ministers    Mark Giddings, Mark Betsher & Rajendra Lalak 
Ushers    Angelika Melien & Gladys Sekyre 
Livestream Team   Scott Jackson, Laura Manship & Jacob Jackson 

 
Cathedral Staff 

 

The Right Rev. Douglas Fisher     Bishop of  W. Massachusetts                   dfisher@diocesewma.org 
The Very Rev. José Reyes   Dean, Christ Church Cathedral     dean@cccspfld.org 
The Rev. Canon Jerry True        Assisting Priest                                jerry5185@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Kate Derose   Deacon           kpderose@gmail.com 

Dr. Colin Britt     Organist & Choir Director      colinbritt@gmail.com 

Mr. Sergio D’Orsini, Cathedral Canon  Music Director                           sergiodorsini@gmail.com 
Mrs. Amanda Paredes    Office Administrator                                cccspfld@gmail.com 
Mr. Jackson “Jack” Chamberlain  Lawrence House Intern      intern@cccspfld.org 
Mr. John Lamoutte    Sexton         lamouttejohn@gmail.com 

 
Donate to the Cathedral through PayPal: Point your camera at the QR code to the left and it will lead you to a link where you 

can donate electronically. We rely on the pledges and financial support of  our members and friends, and we thank you for 
making all of  this possible. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” – Matthew 6:2 

     

Christ Church Cathedral broadcasts and shares images and video taken at our services through social 
media. If  you prefer not to have your image shared, please let the Clergy or the Ushers know. 

about:blank
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THE OPENING VOLUNTARY – “Ride On, Jesus” spiritual 
 

Celebrant  
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of  the Lord. 

All   
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.  
 

Let us pray. Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of  our salvation, that we 
may enter with joy upon the contemplation of  those mighty acts, whereby you have 
given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
      
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

After telling a parable to the crowd at Jericho, Jesus went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of 
you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' just say this, 
'The Lord needs it.'" So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told 
them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying 
the colt?" They said, "The Lord needs it." Then they brought it to Jesus; and after 
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept 
spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from 
the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God 
joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, 
"Blessed is the king 
who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest heaven!" 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop." He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out." 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Celebrant 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of  love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the 
holy city of  Jerusalem in triumph and was proclaimed as King of  kings by those 
who spread their garments and branches of  palm along his way. Let these branches 
be for us signs of  his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever 
hail him as our King and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives 
and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
 
THE PROCESSION 
Deacon  
Let us go forth in peace.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
The congregation processes into the Sanctuary. 

 
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN - The Hymnal 1982 - #154 Thou art the 
King of  Israel 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the 
human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him 
our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of  his 
great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of  his 
suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING - Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens--wakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I 
did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 
those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The 
Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let 
them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?  
 

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 31:9-16  
9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 

my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of  affliction, 
and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of  my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of  mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of  the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of  my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 
THE SECOND READING - Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even 
death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
 

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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THE SEQUENCE HYMN – “Ride On In Majesty” 

 
 
THE SERMON            The Very Reverend José Reyes 
 
THE NICENE CREED (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, 
of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten 
of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
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begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of  the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of  sins. We look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  
the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, Form IV 

Intercessor 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. For Sean, our Presiding Bishop and 
Douglas, our Diocesan Bishop, and for our Dean, The Very Reverend José Reyes 
and his family; for Church Without Walls and the Big Blue Drop-in Center. In Our 
Diocesan Cycle of  prayer, we pray for St. Luke’s, Lanesboro; Latino/Hispanic 
Ministries; Ecumenical & Interreligious Dialogue, Episcopal Peace Fellowship 
(EPF); Forward Movement Publications, St. Helena’s, Lenox; An Episcopal Path to 
Creation Justice; Mampong Babies Home, Ghana, Episcopal Media Services and the 
Archives of  The Episcopal Church. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for the people of  this land, and of  all the nations, that they may know 
the ways of  justice and peace. We pray for our President, Vice-President, the 
Congress, the Supreme Court, and all elected officials. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for the earth and our will to preserve it and use its resources rightly. 
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Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for all those whose lives are closely linked with ours. For those 
celebrating birthdays this week, including; Kate Pappas, Nick Wedlake, Anthony 
Flores, Augustus Erskine Jr. and Edwin Velez, Jr. We pray for those celebrating 
anniversaries this week, including Elizabeth & Michael Stevens.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. We pray for those we 
name in silence or aloud now: Maria Lamoutte, Sherry Brandstatter, Karen and Bob 
Soderstrom, Kathy & Jim McBride, Monique Ray Burwell, Milagros Lopez, Charlie 
Murrin and his family, Robert Jewell, Sr. and his family, Charlotte Carrington, Todd 
Shepard, Beverly Rourke, Ann Lincoln, Joyce Howard, David and Kathy Johnston, 
Karen and Rich Authier, Louise Amerman, Eleanor Parke, Blaise and her family. 
 

Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 

Let us pray for all who have died, especially for those we name now, either aloud or 
in silence. We pray for those who died, in the History of  Christ Church Cathedral, 
the week of  April 13th:  Harold Joseph Boisvert, Eileen Thivierge, Ruth Lampson 
Chapin, Margaret Blair, John Fitzwilliam Lincoln, Jane Emeline Beebe, The 
Reverend Howard Atwater, Melvin Deane Southworth, Cele Hahn, Frederick J. 
Chapin, Paul Lawrence Pryor, Paolina Caselli Corriere, Margaret Kennedy, Beatrice 
M. Perry, Bertha James Bradford and Harcourt Wesson Bull, Jr. Bless all those 
whose lives have been cut short by gun violence and war. Give to the departed 
eternal rest. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for God’s providence in the calling of our next Diocesan Bishop.  
Gracious God, we give you thanks for the ministry we share in the Diocese of 
Western Massachusetts. In this season of discernment, we ask your blessing 
and the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we prepare to call our next Bishop. 
Guide us in this important work, that your mission may be furthered, and 
your Gospel proclaimed. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Celebrant 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of  your Son: 
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we 
deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.                  
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
  
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
During the Offertory, the Altar is prepared. People may place pledges and donations in the collection 

basket during the offertory. You may also donate, and pledge online, just point your phone at the QR code. 

 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM – “Were You There” – spiritual 
 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN – The Hymnal 1982 #458 My Song is Love 
Unknown 
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THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 

When all is in place, the Celebrant says 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks  
to you Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to 
triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who 
died for us and rose again. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
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THE SANCTUS, The Hymnal 1982, Service Music – S 114 The Holy 
Eucharist I, Holy, holy, holy: Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 
The Celebrant continues (The congregation may stand or kneel) 
Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,  
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your  
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to  
live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Creator of  all.  
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of  me.” 
 

After supper, he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of  
sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
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Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again 
 

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O God, in this sacrifice of  
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 
people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy food and drink of  new 
and unending life in him.   
 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
the Ever-Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints into the joy of  your 
eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;    
Therefore let us keep the feast.  
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THE FRACTION ANTHEM- The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #S158 The 
Holy Eucharist I, Fraction Anthem: Lamb of  God: Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
The gifts of  God for you, the people of  God.  
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THE COMMUNION ANTHEM – “Ave Verum Corpus” – William Byrd 
 
THE MEDITATION HYMN – “Jesus, Remember Me” – TAIZE 

 
 
 

For those participating in The Passion Narrative, please come up to the altar area at this time. 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (Please stand as you are able) 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Everyone is invited to receive the Holy Communion. Our practice is to stand or kneel at the altar 
rail in front, where the clergy will give you the host and then will give you the chalice. If  you desire 
only a blessing and not the Communion, please indicate by crossing your arms before you. If  you 

prefer Gluten-Free wafers or non-alcoholic grape juice, please tell the eucharistic ministers. 
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THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO 
SAINT LUKE 

 

The congregation remaining seated and says all bolded lines. The Passion Gospel is read in parts 
led by a narrator who begins by saying: 

 
Narrator: Hear the passion of  Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.  

Now the festival of  Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was 
near. The chief  priests and the scribes were looking for a way to put 
Jesus to death, for they were afraid of  the people. Then Satan entered 
into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of  the twelve; he went away and 
conferred with the chief  priests and officers of  the temple police about 
how he might betray Jesus to them. They were greatly pleased and agreed 
to give him money. So he consented and began to look for an 
opportunity to betray Jesus to them when no crowd was present. 
Then came the day of  Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb 
had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, 

Jesus:  Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat it. 
Narrator: They asked him, 
All:  Where do you want us to make preparations for it? 
Narrator: He said to them, 
Jesus: Listen: when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of  water will 

meet you; follow him into the house he enters and say to the owner of  
the house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, where I may 
eat the Passover with my disciples?” ’ He will show you a large room 
upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us there. 

Narrator: So they went and found everything as he had told them; and they 
prepared the Passover meal. 

  
Narrator: When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles 

with him. He said to them, 
Jesus: I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I 

tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of  God. 
Narrator: Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, 
Jesus: Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on 

I will not drink of  the fruit of  the vine until the kingdom of  God comes. 
Narrator: Then he took a loaf  of  bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and gave it to them, saying, 
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Jesus:  This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of  me. 
Narrator: And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, 
Jesus:  This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 

But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his hand is on the table. 
For the Son of  Man is going as it has been determined, but woe to that 
one by whom he is betrayed! 

Narrator: Then they began to ask one another, which one of  them it could be who 
would do this. A dispute also arose among them as to which one of  
them was to be regarded as the greatest. But he said to them, 

Jesus: The kings of  the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over 
them are called benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest 
among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like one who 
serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who 
serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am among you as one who 
serves. 
You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and I confer on you, 
just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat 
and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of  Israel. 
Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of  you like wheat, 
but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, 
when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers. 

Narrator: And Simon Peter said to Jesus, 
Peter:  Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death! 
Narrator: Jesus said, 
Jesus: I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied 

three times that you know me. 
Narrator: Jesus said to them, 
Jesus: When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack 

anything? 
Narrator: They said, 
All:  No, not a thing. 
Narrator: He said to them, 
Jesus: But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag. And 

the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. For I tell you, 
this scripture must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was counted among the 
lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled. 
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Narrator: They said, 
All:  Lord, look, here are two swords. 
Narrator: He replied, 
Jesus:  It is enough. 
Narrator: He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of  Olives; and 

the disciples followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, 
Jesus:  Pray that you may not come into the time of  trial. 
Narrator: Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and 

prayed, 
Jesus: Father, if  you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but 

yours be done. 
Narrator: Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength. In 

his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great 
drops of  blood falling down on the ground. When he got up from 
prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of  
grief, and he said to them, 

Jesus: Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not come into the 
time of  trial. 

Narrator: While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called 
Judas, one of  the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss 
him; but Jesus said to him, 

Jesus:  Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of  Man? 
Narrator: When those who were around him saw what was coming, they asked, 
All:  Lord, should we strike with the sword? 
Narrator: Then one of  them struck the slave of  the high priest and cut off  his 

right ear. But Jesus said, 
Jesus:  No more of  this! 
Narrator: And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief  

priests, the officers of  the temple police, and the elders who had come 
for him, 

Jesus: Have you come out with swords and clubs as if  I were a bandit? When I 
was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. 
But this is your hour, and the power of  darkness! 

Narrator: Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. When they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of  the courtyard and sat down together, 
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Peter sat among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, 
stared at him and said, 

Servant Girl: This man also was with him. 
Narrator: But he denied it, saying, 
Peter:  Woman, I do not know him. 
Narrator: A little later someone else, on seeing him, said, 
Servant 2: You also are one of  them. 
Narrator: But Peter said, 
Peter:  Man, I am not! 
Narrator: Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, 
Servant 3: Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean. 
Narrator: But Peter said, 
Peter:  Man, I do not know what you are talking about! 
Narrator: At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord 

turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of  the 
Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows today, you will 
deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly. 
Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; 
they also blindfolded him and kept asking him, 

All:  Prophesy! Who is it that struck you? 
Narrator: They kept heaping many other insults on him. When day came, the 

assembly of  the elders of  the people, both chief  priests and scribes, 
gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They said, 

Priests: If  you are the Messiah, tell us. 
Narrator: Jesus replied, 
Jesus: If  I tell you, you will not believe; and if  I question you, you will not 

answer. But from now on the Son of  Man will be seated at the right 
hand of  the power of  God. 

Narrator: All of  them asked, 
Priests: Are you, then, the Son of  God? 
Narrator: He said to them, 
Jesus:  You say that I am. 
Narrator: Then they said, 
Priests: What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his 

own lips! 
Narrator: Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They 

began to accuse him, saying, 
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Priests: We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to 
the emperor, and saying that he himself  is the Messiah, a king. 

Narrator: Then Pilate asked him, 
Pilate: Are you the king of  the Jews? 
Narrator: He answered, 
Jesus:  You say so. 
Narrator: Then Pilate said to the chief  priests and the crowds, 
Pilate: I find no basis for an accusation against this man. 
Luke:  But they were insistent and said, 
Priests: He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee 

where he began even to this place. 
Narrator: When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And 

when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off  
to Herod, who was himself  in Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw 
Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been wanting to see him for a long 
time, because he had heard about him and was hoping to see him 
perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave 
him no answer. The chief  priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently 
accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt 
and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back 
to Pilate. That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each 
other; before this they had been enemies. 
Pilate then called together the chief  priests, the leaders, and the people, 
and said to them, 

Pilate: You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and 
here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man 
guilty of  any of  your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent 
him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. I will 
therefore have him flogged and release him. 

Narrator: Then they all shouted out together, 
All:  Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us! 
Narrator: (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had 

taken place in the city, and for murder.)  
Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again; but they kept 
shouting, 

All:  Crucify, crucify him! 
Narrator: A third time he said to them, 
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Pilate: Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the 
sentence of  death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release 
him. 

Narrator: But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be 
crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave his verdict that their 
demand should be granted. He released the man they asked for, the one 
who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed 
Jesus over as they wished. 
As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of  Cyrene, who was 
coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him 
carry it behind Jesus. A great number of  the people followed him, and 
among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for 
him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 

Jesus: Daughters of  Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves 
and for your children. For the days are surely coming when they will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts 
that never nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on 
us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if  they do this when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry? 

Narrator: Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 
with him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they 
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. Then Jesus said, 

Jesus:  Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing. 
Narrator: And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, 

watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
Priests: He saved others; let him save himself  if  he is the Messiah of  God, his 

chosen one! 
Narrator: The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 

and saying, 
All:  If  you are the King of  the Jews, save yourself ! 
Narrator: There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of  the Jews.’ 

One of  the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 
saying, 

Criminal 1: Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself  and us! 
Narrator: But the other rebuked him, saying, 
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Criminal 2: Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of  
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong. 

Narrator: Then he said, 
Criminal 2: Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
Narrator: Jesus replied, 
Jesus:  Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise. 
Narrator: It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until 

three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of  the 
temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 

Jesus:  Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
Narrator: Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion saw what had 

taken place, he praised God and said, 
All:  Certainly this man was innocent. 
Narrator: And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw 

what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all 
his acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from 
Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 
Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a 
member of  the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He 
came from the Jewish town of  Arimathea, and he was waiting 
expectantly for the kingdom of  God. This man went to Pilate and asked 
for the body of  Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, 
and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid.  
It was the day of  Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The 
women who had come with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the 
tomb and how his body was laid. Then they returned, and prepared 
spices and ointments. On the sabbath they rested according to the 
commandment. 

  
There is no Postlude. All are invited to leave in silence to observe the start of  

Holy Week. 
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