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ADVENT 

 
 

November 30, 2025, 8:00am 

 

“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
E p i s c o p a l   D i o c e s e   o f   W e s t e r n   M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

 

Gathered by God from many cultures | Reunidos por Dios de muchas culturas 
Transformed by the grace of Jesus Christ | Transformados por la gracia del Jesucristo 
Sent out empowered by the Holy Spirit | Enviados fortalecidos por el Espíritu Santo 

 
Christ Church Cathedral | 35 Chestnut Street | Springfield, MA 01103 | www.cccspfld.org | 413.736.2742 

 

Service Times on Sundays: 8:00AM, 10:00AM and 12:15PM en Español 
Wednesday Service at 12:00 Noon 

 

Welcome to Christ Church Cathedral. We are the Cathedral for the Diocese of  Western Massachusetts, and an 
active community serving greater Springfield. It is a blessing to have you with us today. If  you are new here, we 

encourage you to fill out a Visitor's Card to receive more information. Our clergy and leaders would love to make a 
connection with you. Christ Church Cathedral is an open and inclusive community which invites all people to the 
incredible love of  God, with no barriers of  race, culture or sexual orientation. You are loved and welcomed here. 

 

 
Cathedral Staff 

 

The Right Rev. Douglas Fisher     Bishop of  W. Massachusetts                        dfisher@diocesewma.org 
The Very Rev. José Reyes   Dean, Christ Church Cathedral          dean@cccspfld.org 
The Rev. Canon Jerry True        Assisting Priest                                     jerry5185@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Kate Derose   Deacon                kpderose@gmail.com 

Dr. Colin Britt     Organist & Choir Director           colinbritt@gmail.com 

Mr. Sergio D’Orsini, Honorary Canon  Music Director                                sergiodorsini@gmail.com 
Ms. Amanda Paredes    Office Administrator                                     cccspfld@gmail.com 
Mr. Alex Blenman    Cathedral Intern            adblenman@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Donate to the Cathedral through PayPal: Point your camera at the QR 
code to the left and it will lead you to a link where you can donate 
electronically. We rely on the pledges and financial support of  our 

members and friends, and we thank you for making all of  this possible. 
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THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH    
 

Celebrant 
In the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit 
All 
Amen 
 

Bless, O Lord, this Advent wreath, that it may be for us a means by which we prepare 
our souls to receive you. May its form remind us that you, eternal God, are the 
beginning and the end of  all that exists, and may its green foliage remind us of  the 
hope of  receiving you. May the lighting of  each of  its candles dispel the darkness of  
sin and allow the light of  your presence to begin to shine in our souls; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit in everlasting glory. 
Amen. 
 

Presenter A This is the first week of  Advent and today we light a candle for Hope.  
 

Presenter B Each week we light a new candle as we draw closer to the birth of  Jesus at 

Christmas.  
 

Presenter A Psalm 33 says “We wait in hope for the Lord. He is our help and our 

shield.”  
 

Presenter B As we wait hopefully for Jesus here in Church, we wonder what you are 

hoping for in your life?    
 

Presenter A   We hope for a brighter future. We hope for a world in which we can grow. 

We hope for air and water and a healthy planet for our children and their 

children. We hope for an end to war and poverty.  
 

Presenter B We hope for a Church that can make a difference in the world. A place 

where people can know God’s love, and God’s love can be shared with oth-

ers.  
 

Presenter A We hope you will join us in working for these things.  
 

Presenter B Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 

Lord. Plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.”  

 

A candle is lit. 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING – Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In days to come 

the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
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they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk 
in the light of the LORD! 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM - Psalm 122 
 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
"Let us go to the house of the LORD." 

2 Now our feet are standing * 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
that is at unity with itself; 

4 To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD, * 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
"May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 
and quietness within your towers. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
I will seek to do you good." 

THE SECOND READING  - Romans 13:11-14 
 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 



6 
 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, 
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL – Matthew 24:36-44 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
at an unexpected hour.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  

THE SERMON                                 The Reverend Jerry True 

 

THE NICENE CREED  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of  
all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of  one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of  the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
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our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.   
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We 
look for the resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - FORM IV 
 

Intercessor 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 
live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Guide the people of  this land, and of  all the nations, in the ways of  justice and peace; 
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.  
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
resources rightly in the service of  others and to your honor and glory.  
 

Silence  
Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. We pray for those celebrating birthdays this 
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week, especially Maria Hernandez, Airam Mendez, Mzuri Mohamed, Illyana Velez, 
Matt Connoly and Judith MacMunn. 
 

We also pray for those celebrating anniversaries this week., especially Kate & Kent 
Tarrant. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray for those we 
name in silence or aloud at this time: The Very Reverend Tom A. Callard, Jackson 
Chamberlain, Andre, Elba Pagán, Paul McCarthy, Calista Dibble, Cecily Perez, Sherry 
Branstetter, Karen and Bob Soderstrom, Kathy McBride, Monique Ray Burwell, 
Milagros Lopez, Charlie Murrin and his family, Robert Jewell, Sr. and his family, 
Charlotte Carrington, Todd Shepard, Beverly Rourke, Ann Lincoln, Joyce Howard, 
David and Kathy Johnston, Karen and Rich Authier, Louise Amerman, and Blaise and 
her family. 
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer.  
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom, including: 
William Zimmerman, Fannie Y. Gebbie, Arthur Travis, Shirley DeSanti, Ruth M. Zace, 
Katherine M. Tomlinson and Royal E. Syner, Sr. 
 

We give thanks for the flowers on the altar today, given to the Glory of  God in loving 
memory of  Walter Albert Green by Calista Green. 
 

Silence  
 

Lord, in your mercy  
Hear our prayer. 
Celebrant 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of  all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept 
the prayers of  your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
 

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

During the Offertory, the Altar is prepared. People may place pledges and donations in the 
collection basket during the offertory. You may also donate, and pledge online, just point your 

phone at the QR code. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING, EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to 
redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
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without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining 
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;    
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
The Gifts of God for you, the People of God. 
 

 
 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
  

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness 
and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

THE FINAL BLESSING 
 

The peace of  God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of  God, and of  his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of  
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 


