
 
 

  
 

- THE HOLY EUCHARIST- 
The Fourth Sunday of  Lent 

 

 
 

March 15, 2026, 8:00am 
 

“For the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
E p i s c o p a l   D i o c e s e   o f   W e s t e r n   M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

 

Gathered by God from many cultures | Reunidos por Dios de muchas culturas 
Transformed by the grace of Jesus Christ | Transformados por la gracia del Jesucristo 
Sent out empowered by the Holy Spirit | Enviados fortalecidos por el Espíritu Santo 

 
Christ Church Cathedral | 35 Chestnut Street | Springfield, MA 01103 | www.cccspfld.org | 413.736.2742 

 

Service Times on Sundays: 8:00AM, 10:00AM and 12:15PM en Español 
Wednesday Service at 12:00 Noon 

 

Welcome to Christ Church Cathedral. We are the Cathedral for the Diocese of  Western Massachusetts, and an 
active community serving greater Springfield. It is a blessing to have you with us today. If  you are new here, we 

encourage you to fill out a Visitor's Card to receive more information. Our clergy and leaders would love to make a 
connection with you. Christ Church Cathedral is an open and inclusive community which invites all people to the 
incredible love of  God, with no barriers of  race, culture or sexual orientation. You are loved and welcomed here. 

 

 
Cathedral Leaders 

 

The Right Rev. Douglas Fisher     Bishop of  W. Massachusetts              dfisher@diocesewma.org 
The Very Rev. José Reyes   Dean, Christ Church Cathedral            dean@cccspfld.org 
The Rev. Canon Jerry True        Assisting Priest                           jerry5185@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Kate Derose   Deacon               kpderose@gmail.com 

Dr. Colin Britt     Organist & Choir Director             colinbritt@gmail.com 

Mr. Sergio D’Orsini, Honorary Canon  Music Director                      sergiodorsini@gmail.com 
Mx. Alex Blenman                            Cathedral Intern                          cccspfld@gmail.com 
Ms. Delphine Williams    Office Administrator              ccccalendarinfo2025@gmailcom 
Mrs. Gilda Garcia-Munroe   Senior Warden               ggmg85@aol.com 
Mr. Peter Pappas    Junior Warden               peterpappas2@icloud.com 
 

 
 

Donate to the Cathedral through PayPal: Point your camera at the QR 
code and it will lead you to a link where you can donate electronically. 

We rely on the pledges and financial support of  our members and 
friends, and we thank you for making all of  this possible. 

 

 

Christ Church Cathedral broadcasts and shares images and video taken at our services through 
social media. If you prefer not to have your image shared, please let the clergy or the ushers know. 



3 
 

-ORDER OF SERVICE- 
 

Penitential Order: Rite One - p.319 
 

Collect and Scripture Reading - In Bulletin 
 

Creed - p.326 
 

Prayers of the People - p.328 
 

The Holy Communion - p.333 
 

Post Communion Prayer - p.339 
 

 

THE COLLECT  
 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the 
true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live 
in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING – 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, 
“Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me 
the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came 
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do 
you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; 
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and 
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made 
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Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons 
here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 23 
 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 
 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 
 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 
 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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THE SECOND READING  - Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 
light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try 
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such 
people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
“Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL – John 9: 1-41 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of  him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of  the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of  Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” 
He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your 
eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees 
also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put 
mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of  the Pharisees said, 
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“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of  the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is 
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His 
parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but 
we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of  age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because 
they were afraid of  the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of  the synagogue. Therefore 
his parents said, “He is of  age; ask him.” 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then 
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of  Moses. We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does 
not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 
will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of  
a person born blind. If  this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They 
answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 
And they drove him out. 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of  Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that 
I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I 
came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those 
who do see may become blind.” Some of  the Pharisees near him heard this and 
said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If  you were 
blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Let us pray for those in need; especially for Katie and her family, Gladys Owusu 
Sekyre, Andre, Elba Pagán, Calista Dibble, Cecily Perez, Sherry Branstetter, Karen and 
Bob Soderstrom, Kathy McBride, Monique Ray Burwell, Milagros Lopez, Charlie 
Murrin and his family, Robert Jewell, Sr. and his family, Charlotte Carrington, Todd 
Shepard, Beverly Rourke, Joyce Howard, Lukas Christoforakis, David and Kathy 
Johnston, Karen and Rich Authier, Elsie Riley, Helene Gagliano, Louise Amerman. 
 

Let us pray for those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially Augustus 
(Gus) Erskine, Judy Cox, Barrbara Gardner, Maame Asante, Mrs. Beverly Rourke, Perla 
Garcia, Amber Garcia, Annamaria Walsh, Nhetto Tomi, Linda ( Kotomski) Prystupa, 
Edward Prystupa 
 

Let us Pray for those who are celebrating anniversaries this week especially Nina and 
Joseph Holstead 
 

Let us pray for all who have died in the communion of  your Church, especially 
Elizabeth MacGilvay Abar, Mary Purves, Helen Haile Harris, Esther Mae Averyard, 
Wellesley S. Hayden, Virgina Davila, Edith Agness Green, Mary Steele, Naomi 
Bowerman, Jennie M. Paddock  


