
 
 

- THE HOLY EUCHARIST- 
The Fourth Sunday of  Lent 

 

   
 

March 15, 2026, 10:00am 
 

“For the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
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CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
E p i s c o p a l   D i o c e s e   o f   W e s t e r n   M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

 

Gathered by God from many cultures | Reunidos por Dios de muchas culturas 
Transformed by the grace of Jesus Christ | Transformados por la gracia del Jesucristo 
Sent out empowered by the Holy Spirit | Enviados fortalecidos por el Espíritu Santo 

 

Christ Church Cathedral | 35 Chestnut Street | Springfield, MA 01103 | www.cccspfld.org | 413.736.2742 
 

Service Times on Sundays: 8:00AM, 10:00AM and 12:15PM en Español 
Wednesday Service at 12:00 Noon 

 

Welcome to Christ Church Cathedral. We are the Cathedral for the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, and an active community serv-
ing greater Springfield. It is a blessing to have you with us today. If you are new here, we encourage you to fill out a Visitor's Card to 
receive more information. Our clergy and leaders would love to make a connection with you. Christ Church Cathedral is an open and 

inclusive community which invites all people to the incredible love of God, with no barriers of race, culture or sexual orientation. You are 
loved and welcomed here. 

 

Participants in today’s service 
Celebrant                The Very. Rev José Reyes 

                          Deacon        The Rev. Dr. Kate Derose                     
Organist & Choir Director   Dr. Colin Britt  
Verger                Oswald Howard 

        Acolytes     Oswald Howard, Mark Giddings, Sean Asante  
       Laurel Jablonski 

Lectors     Jahn Hart, Leah Lockwood   
Intercessor                Tom O’Neil 
Altar Guild                 Mark Giddings, Caroline Toner 
Eucharistic Ministers               Oswald Howard, Mark Giddings, Stephanie Rangel 

  Ushers     Nate Green & Angelika Melien 
  Coffee Hour Host               Gilda Garcia-Monroe & Peter Pappas 

                          Livestream Team                          Phyllis Larson, Brooke Larson, Seth Larson 
                                               

Cathedral Leaders 
The Right Rev. Douglas Fisher                   Bishop of  W. Massachusetts                  dfisher@diocesewma.org 
The Very Rev. José Reyes                 Dean, Christ Church Cathedral                     dean@cccspfld.org 
The Rev. Canon Jerry True        Assisting Priest                                               jerry5185@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Kate Derose   Deacon                    kpderose@gmail.com 
Dr. Colin Britt     Organist & Choir Director                 colinbritt@gmail.com 
Mr. Sergio D’Orsini, Honorary Canon  Music Director                          sergiodorsini@gmail.com 
Mx. Alex Blenman                               Cathedral Intern                                              cccspfld@gmail.com 
Ms. Delphine Williams         Office Administrator                                       ccccalendarinfo2025@gmail.com 
Mrs. Gilda García-Munroe    Senior Warden                    ggmg85@aol.com 
Mr. Peter Pappas     Junior Warden                   peterpappas2@icloud.com 
 
 

Donate to the Cathedral through PayPal: Point your camera at the QR code and it will lead you to 
a link where you can donate electronically. We rely on the pledges and financial support of  our 
members and friends, and we thank you for making all of  this possible. 

Christ Church Cathedral broadcasts and shares images and video taken at our services through social 
media. If you prefer not to have your image shared, please let the clergy or the ushers know. 
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THE PRELUDE : “Piano Concerto in G Major, II.– Maurice Ravel  
 

THE INTROIT:  Come fill Our Hearts  with your Peace – Taizé 
 

THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN: The Hymnal 1982 # 149  
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant 
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
All 
His mercy endures for ever 
 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Je-
sus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

Trisagion: The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #S99 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the 
true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live 
in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE FIRST READING – 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer 
with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 
name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He 
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come 
with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 
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When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 
before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as 
mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 
the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 
has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit 
down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM - Psalm 23 

                              
1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 
 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 
 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 
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6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

THE SECOND READING  - Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 
light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try 
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such 
people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for every-
thing that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
“Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 
 

THE SEQUENCE HYMN:  The Hymnal 1982 # 547 Awake, O Sleeper, 

Rise from Death  
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THE HOLY GOSPEL – John 9:1-41 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be re-
vealed in him. We must work the works of  him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of  the 
world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of  Si-
loam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The 
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not 
the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, 
“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking 
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made 
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 
know.” 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of  the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 
who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the 
blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is 
a prophet.” 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 
called the parents of  the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your 
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, 
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it 
is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of  age. He 
will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of  the Jews; for 
the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would 
be put out of  the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of  age; ask him.” 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know 
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They 
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said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, 
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 
disciple, but we are disciples of  Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 
We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships 
him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of  a person born blind. If  this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?” And they drove him out. 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of  Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 
is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this 
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 
become blind.” Some of  the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 
are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If  you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                        The Very Rev. José Reyes 

                              

THE NICENE CREED  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the 
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was bur-
ied. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he as-
cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
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again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.   
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apos-
tolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
  

Intercessor:  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy”  
 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found 
without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.   
 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Douglas our Bishop, Miguelina our Bishop-Elect 
for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of  God, we pray to you, 
O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and 
that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the mission of  the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the 
ends of  the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.  
 

Let us pray for those in need; for the hungry and homeless, that food and shelter 
might be theirs; for the oppressed and downtrodden, that freedom and dignity might 
be theirs; for the sick and the infirm, especially for Katie and her family, Gladys 
Owusu Sekyre, Andre, Elba Pagán, Calista Dibble, Cecily Perez, Sherry Branstetter, 
Karen and Bob Soderstrom, Kathy McBride, Monique Ray Burwell, Milagros Lopez, 
Charlie Murrin and his family, Robert Jewell, Sr. and his family, Charlotte Carrington, 
Todd Shepard, Beverly Rourke, Joyce Howard, Lukas Christoforakis, David and Kathy 
Johnston, Karen and Rich Authier, Elsie Riley, Helene Gagliano, Louise Amerman, 
that health and wholeness might be theirs, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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Let us pray for those who are celebrating birthdays this week especially Augustus (Gus) 
Erskine, Judy Cox, Barbara Gardner, Maame Asante, Mrs. Beverly Rourke, Perla Gar-
cia, Amber Garcia, Annamaria Walsh, Nhetto Tomi, Linda Kotomski Prystupa,  
Edward Prystupa, we pray to you O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 

Let us pray for those who are celebrating anniversaries, especially Nina and Joseph 
Holstead. We pray to you O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among 
nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Let us pray for the faithful who have gone before us, that we may follow the example 
of  their lives and be reunited with them in the joy of  everlasting life, especially Eliza-
beth MacGilvay Abar, Mary Purves, Helen Haile Harris, Esther Mae Averyard, Welles-
ley S. Hayden, Virgina Davila, Edith Agnes Green, Mary Steele, Naomi Bowerman, 
Jennie M. Paddock. We pray to you, O Lord.   
Lord, have mercy.  
 

Celebrant 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of  your Son: 
Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we de-
serve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
During the Offertory, the Altar is prepared. People may place pledges and donations in the collection basket 

during the offertory. You may also donate, and pledge online, just point your phone at the QR code. 

 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  THE 23RD
 PSALM – JOHN RUTTER 

 

 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN: OPEN MY EYES, THAT I MAY SEE 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.  
Glory to you for ever and ever.  
 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, 
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.  
By your will they were created and have their being.  
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
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memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.  
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.  
 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.  
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.  
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 

THE SANCTUS: S128 The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: 

 

 

 

 

  

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water 
and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to 
be the Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ our Lord. On the night he was betrayed he 
took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  
me.”After supper, he took the cup of  wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of  
you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
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Remembering now his work of  redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of  
thanksgiving,  
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of  his coming. 
 

Lord God of  our Fathers and Mothers; God of  Abraham, Hagar and Sarah, Isaac and 
Rebekah, Jacob, Leah, Rachel, Bilhah and Zilpah; God and Father of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of  coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for 
pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of  this Holy Communion make us one 
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 
from generation to generation. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray; 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 
  
THE FRACTION ANTHEM: The Hymnal 1982, Service Music – S 169 

The Holy Eucharist II, Fraction Anthem: My Flesh is Food Indeed 

 

 

 

 
 

The Gifts of God for you, the People of God. 
 

 
 
THE COMMUNION ANTHEM:  The 23rd Psalm – Bobby McFerrin 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living mem-
bers of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and sin-
gleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



16 
 

THE BLESSING 
May the God of  hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of  
the Holy Spirit and may the blessing of  God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you forever. Ame 
 

THE SENDING HYMN: The Hymnal 1982 # 657 Love Divine, All Loves 

Excelling  

 

 

 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Improvisation on HYFRYDOL                   


